
RIO GOES GLOBAL
Carlos Arthur Nuzman, President of
the Brazilian Olympic Committee and
the Rio 2016 Bid, on Brazil's desire to
host the 2016 Summer Olympics and
on Rio's strengths as a host city.

What would you say are the Rio 2016 bid's greatest strengths?
We learned a lot from our successful experience in staging the Rio 2007
Pan American Games. We have shown the Olympic world that we have
the capability of delivering great and flawless sporting events. The Pan Am
Games attracted an investment of over US$2 billion in sporting venues
and infrastructure. All this adds to Rio's ability to stage big events.

What were the biggest lessons learned from hosting the PanAm Games?
I have to stress the full integration and full understanding among all
stakeholders involved. Delivering the Pan Am games successfully made
everyone involved understand the dimension and the complexities of such
an event. Planning ahead is an important part of our 2016 bid and also
the involvement of international consultants, most of them experienced in
multi-sports events. The success of the Rio 2007 Pan Am Games and the
appraisal we received from NOCs, IFs and athletes is an encouragement to
move forward with our 2016 bid. We have today in the 2016 Commission
and in the three levels of government practically the same experienced
Team that build the Pan Am games.

What impact might Brazil hosting the 2014 World Cup have on your bid?
The football World Cup will certainly add value to our bid. Rio de Janeiro
will benefit from the World Cup project as it will receive big investments in
infrastructure. The Media Centre will be here and the World Cup Final will
be played at the Maracana stadium, the same venue where we plan to have
the 2016 Opening Ceremony. Two years ahead of the 2016 Olympic Games
the city will have already benefited from investment in Airport facilities,
transport and hotel infrastructure. On top of that, with the steady growth
and strength of Brazil's economy and the guarantees our bid received
from the three levels of government we are certain Rio de Janeiro will be
successful in staging both events.

Are the 2016 plans are more modest than Rio's previous Olympic bids?
No our plans are not more modest today. We learned a lot in the previous bid
processes and today we have a better understanding of the IOC requirements
so we have addressed these in a better way. Our 2016 project is better than
others we have submitted and it is feasible, meeting all IOC requirements.

You said that before the PanAm Games, that Rio was seen as a city with
potential to grow in several sectors. How is it now seen, post Games?
The city and the state of Rio de Janeiro are going through a cycle of growth
with big investment in infrastructure as well as in education and health. The
social legacy of the Pan Am games is already showing its face and we will
add to that with the 2016 Olympic Games. Rio de Janeiro's metropolitan
area grew more than any other in Brazil in the last two years. Real estate
investment around the areas used in the Pan Am games is booming and the
state of Rio de Janeiro has attracted investment of $ 100 billion until 2010.

How important is it for South America that Rio becomes the first city on
the continent to host an Olympic Games?
Of course the opening of new territories is a permanent goal of the
Olympic Movement and I believe we can contribute a lot to this by
bringing to the Olympic games a population of over 400 million, almost
40 per cent of which will be aged between 15 and 25 in 2016. We envisage
the creation of an X-Park mixing Olympic and non-Olympic activities,
attracting the younger generation to the Olympic world. This very special
venue will be located in Deodoro, an area of Rio which concentrates the
highest percentage of youngsters in the city.
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