
Moscow signals support for break-up 
Charles Clover and Roman Olearcliyk  
 
Russia indicated yesterday that it was prepared to break up Georgia as tensions with 
Washington increased over US aid flights to the country. 
 
Sergei Lavrov, Russia's foreign minister, said: "One can forget about any talk about 
Georgia's territorial integrity because, I believe, it is impossible to persuade South Ossetia 
and Abkhazia to agree with the logic that they can be forced back into the Georgian state." 
 
As if on cue, the Russian-backed leaders of South Ossetia and Abkhazia walked out of a 
meeting with Dmitry Medvedev, Russian president, and announced they would push for total 
independence from Tbilisi, which would be a formality as Russian troops already occupy the 
enclaves and the Georgian army is routed. 
 
"We will achieve independence in accordance with all of the rules of international law," 
Eduard Kokoity, the South Ossetian leader, told a press conference in Moscow, flanked by 
his Abk-haz counterpart Sergei Bagapsh. "The aim [of independence] has been set and we 
will move toward it together," Mr Bagapsh said. 
 
Mr Medvedev said Russia would act as guarantor for the two territories whatever they 
decided about their future status. 
 
Whether the break-up of Georgia is a real Kremlin policy goal, or a short-term negotiating 
position, was unclear. Analysts have said Moscow was deeply angered by western backing 
for Kosovo independence in February and wanted to set an example to the west in Georgia. 
 
George W. Bush, US president, signalled yesterday that the break-up of Georgia or the loss 
of its sovereignty was unacceptable to the US. He said Washington, which backs Tbilisi, 
would seek to preserve "a sovereign, free Georgia and its territorial integrity", according to 
a US administration official. 
 
Tensions between Russia and the US have risen following Mr Bush's announcement of US 
aid to be delivered on military flights and navy ships to Georgia. 
 
The deputy chief of Russia's armed forces, Anatoly Nogovitsyn, said the US should disclose 
what was in the aid cargoes. "Let's ask the American side so that you are convinced of 
whether the cargo is humanitarian or not," he said. 
 
The second US aid flight arrived yesterday, carrying sleeping bags, medical supplies and 
antibiotics, a US aid worker said. Manana Jebashvili, Georgia's deputy health minister, said 
175 Georgians had died in the conflict, both military and civilian. She said the government 
does not have reliable data yet on refugees. 
 
Aid groups called for a humanitarian aid corridor to be opened to the central city of Gori, 
which has been closed off after being occupied since Wednesday by Russian troops. 
According to witnesses, Russian troops looted and destroyed a Georgian army base there. 
 
Georgia's government said Russian troops had again moved into the port of Poti. Earlier the 
troops had sunk Georgian coastguard vessels there with explosives. 
 
Human Rights Watch, the New York-based monitoring group, said its representatives had 
seen South Ossetian militia looting and burning Georgian towns outside the enclave near 
Gori.  
 



Angela Merkel, German chancellor, will travel to Georgia on Sunday for talks with President 
Mikheil Saa-kashvili aimed at forging a lasting peace between Tbilisi and Moscow, Reuters 
reports. Ms Merkel will meet Mr Medvedev today. 
 
Read more: 
 
Opposition stalks 'vulnerable' president 
Charles Clover 
 
Georgian opposition politicians have wasted no time in trying to undermine Mikheil 
Saakashvili, the president, who remains broadly popular in Georgia but is still widely 
perceived in the country as having started the war with Russia. 
 
Levan Gachechiladze, Mr Saakashvili's former campaign manager, who ran against him in 
January's presidential elections, said Georgia's political opposition would campaign for elec-
tions to be held "at the earliest opportunity", perhaps within two months. 
 
"This government has no chance of establishing trust with Georgians," he said. 
 
Kakha Kukava, secretary-general of the opposition Conservative party of Georgia, similarly 
criticised the president for the war. "Saakashvili was personally responsible for the military 
operation, and for starting a war we could not win," he said, adding that his party would 
wait until the situation had cooled and then call for mass demonstrations aimed at removing 
the government. 
 
It is hard to overstate the bitterness the opposition harbours towards Mr Saakashvili, who 
has steadily centralised his authority since he was brought to power by popular protests in 
the 2004 Rose Revolution and engineered a brutal crackdown on dissent last November. 
 
Even though Mr Saakashvili has received a short-term boost of patriotic fervour as the 
country unites against neighbouring Russia, his opponents sense he is politically vulnerable 
on the issue of the war, which has devastated Georgia. 
 
About 150,000 Georgians demonstrated earlier this week against the Russian invasion, and 
cheered Mr Saakashvili when he addressed them. Nonetheless, many Georgians see the 
president's decision to send troops into South Ossetia as the primary cause of the war. 
 
"What he did by restoring constitutional order, in his words, was only to provoke Russia," 
said Mr Gachechiladze. 
 
The opposition risks being perceived as playing into Russia's hands, as the Kremlin has 
made no secret of its desire to see Mr Saakashvili gone. And with virtually no representation 
in parliament and the media, the opposition has no constitutional way to force early 
elections, It would have to depend, as Mr Gachechiladze put it, on the "voice of the street".  
 
 
Read more: 
 
US rules out military force but warns of soured ties 
Andrew Ward  and Roman Olearchyk  
 
Washington yesterday made clear it had no plans for military intervention in Georgia's 
conflict with Russia but warned that US relations with Moscow could be affected for "years 
to come" by the crisis. 
 



A second US air force cargo aircraft arrived in Tbilisi carrying humanitarian supplies but 
Robert Gates, the defence secretary, said he did not see "any prospect" of the US using 
military force in Georgia. 
 
However, Mr Gates said Russia's actions had "profound implications" and threatened to 
derail recent efforts to increase co-operation in security and diplomatic areas. 
 
"The expectation was that our two nations, despite our differences, shared areas of common 
interest where we could work together as real partners," he said. "Russia's behaviour over 
the past week has called into question the entire premise of that dialogue." 
 
The US has already cancelled its participation in two multinational naval exercises involving 
Russia that were scheduled for this month and Mr Gates said the "entire gamut" of military 
co-operation with Russia would be re-examined. 
 
US officials have also floated the possibility of expelling Russia from the Group of Eight 
leading industrialised nations and blocking its accession to the World Trade Organisation. 
 
Condoleezza Rice, the secretary of state, said Russia's actions called into question "its 
desire to be integrated into these institutions". 
 
Ms Rice was in France yesterday for talks with President Nicolas Sarkozy on the European 
Union-led efforts to end the conflict. She was expected to head to Tbilisi today to pledge US 
solidarity with Georgia's government. 
 
The Bush administration has adopted a higher profile in the crisis over the past two days 
and sharpened its rhetoric against Russia after widespread criticism of its low-key response 
last week. 
 
President George W. Bush on Wednesday ordered the Pentagon to lead a "vigorous" 
humanitarian mission to Georgia and warned Russia that US forces must be allowed free 
rein to deliver relief supplies in the country. 
 
Conservative voices in Washington have accused the administration of going "missing in 
action" during the opening days of the conflict, when Mr Bush was in Beijing for the 
Olympics. 
 
Mr Bush has been overshadowed by Mr Sarkozy, who negotiated Tuesday's fragile peace 
deal, and John McCain, Republican presidential candidate, whose pro-Georgian rhetoric has 
grown stronger by the day. 
 
Mr Bush yesterday delayed the start of his summer holiday to receive a briefing on the 
crisis. He is expected to head to his ranch in Crawford, Texas, today. 
 
The US has also faced scrutiny of its role in the run-up to the crisis. Critics accuse the 
administration of helping create the conflict by aligning itself too closely with Mikheil 
Saakashvili, the Georgian president, and snubbing Russia on a series of sensitive security 
issues in the region. 
 
Washington has pushed hard to put Georgia on a path towards Nato membership as part of 
efforts to draw the former Soviet states of central Europe and the Caucasus into the west-
ern sphere of influence. It also continues to defy Moscow over plans for US missile defence 
facilities in Poland and the Czech Republic. 
 
Critics say Washington's vocal support for the Georgian government emboldened Mr 
Saakashvili to strike against pro-Russian separatists and gave him the false impression that 



the US The United States got too close to Saakashvili. And it made him overreach' would 
rush to his aid in any ensuing conflict. 
 
"Saakashvili got too close to the United States, and the United States got too close to 
Saakashvili. And it made him overreach," said Charles Kupchan, professor of international 
relations at Georgetown University and a former adviser on the region in the Clinton 
administration. 
 
US officials insist the administration repeatedly cautioned Mr Saakashvili in private against 
military action, including a face-to-face warning from Ms Rice in Tbilisi last month. 
 
But analysts say Mr Saakashvili appears to have chosen to listen instead to Washington's 
public statements of support. "He was getting conflicting signals," says Mr Kupchan. 
 
In Tbilisi, one western diplomat insisted Georgia acted unilaterally, without western 
approval, but said Russia provoked the war by letting separatists attack Georgian villages. 
 
A high-ranking Georgian official told the Financial Tunes that he hoped the US humanitarian 
mission would lead to a long-term US military presence. "If needed, we hope the US and its 
military presence will stay for the' long term as this will prevent [Russia] from toppling our 
democratic development," he said. 
 
                  Fonte: Financial Times, London, August 15 2008. Primeiro Caderno. p.3. 


