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The European Commission is to extend emergency duties on imports of shoes from China and 
Vietnam even though a majority of European Union states have urged that they be lifted. 
 
Peter Mandelson, EU trade commissioner, said the "anti-dumping" duties imposed two years 
ago - levied against imports deemed to be priced unfairly low -would remain, pending a 
review. Officials said they would try to complete the review in half the usual 12-to 15-month 
period, raising the possibility that the duties could be lifted as early as spring. 
 
The decision comes despite voluble lobbying against the duties from European retailers, who 
say it increases the cost of shoes to them and to consumers. In a recent non-binding poll of EU 
member states, 15 voted to end the levies with 12 in favour of retaining them. 
 
Mr Mandelson said EU law left him little alternative given the evidence of harm from cheap 
imports presented two years ago, when the duties were imposed. "My rule is that I always 
apply the rules," he said. "European regulations mean there is no alternative if there is a 
request from European industry which is justified and backed up by evidence. If I try to invent 
flexibility to get around the rules, I will be pulled back." 
 
Associations of Italian and other European shoe manufacturers, which have argued for the 
continuation of the duties, threatened legal action against Mr Mandelson recently if he lifted 
the taxes. 
 
But European industry is split on the issue, with footwear companies that outsource 
manufacturing to Asia calling for them to be ended. 
 
The duties are levied on Chinese and Vietnamese footwear at 16.5 per cent and 10 per cent 
respectively, and are reckoned to add about €1 ($1.46, £0.79) to the import price of a typical 
pair of shoes. They were imposed after a fierce argument among member states, with 
southern European countries including Italy pushing for the taxes to be imposed for five years 
before a shorter period was agreed. 
 
"A small majority of member states voted to oppose going to a review," Mr Mandelson said. "I 
considered that but decided. that consistency is more important than expediency. I. am asking 
for the review to be completed in the shortest possible time." 
 
The Commission says that the number of anti-dumping actions in place is low by historical 
standards, despite a rise over the past year. 
 
Mr Mandelson has tried to reform EU "trade defence" measures, including antidumping and 
other tools against imports deemed unfair, but has met determined opposition from some 
states. He attempted to expand the "community interest" provisions, which take account of the 
wider impact of trade restrictions on the EU economy, including that on consumers and 
companies using imported inputs. 
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