
s it possible for a computer mouse to be cool? Ever since Douglas Engelbart 
invented the point ing device in 1963 as part of his shockingly perspicacious 
Human Augmentation Project, mouses have all been pretty much the same. Slide 
one to move the pointer on the screen. Click the buttons to select things. But 
these days, as more and more of us are using laptops rather than desktops, the 
mouse has become an endangered species. Trackpads, after all, can do everything 
a mouse can—and more. With a Mac trackpad, you can now employ a wide range 
of finger motions to scroll through documents, tab between open applications, 
and zoom in and out of photos. And a new wave of touchscreen computers lets you 
manipulate things directly, like you're already doing wi th your smartphone. So, 
why even bother with a mouse? It's a question that Apple has obviously been 
pondering. In October, with characteristic suddenness, the company introduced 
a radically reimagined device called the Magic Mouse. Clearly, it's intended to 
revivify the flagging fortunes of the species, and it just might do that—for a while. 
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As one m i gh t expect in th is B l u e t o o t h 

age, the $69 mouse is wireless. It's carefully 

designed, w i th a sumptuously canti levered 

icy-white carapace over a brushed aluminum 

hull . And, like other recent Apple designs, the 

contour is unbroken by any raised but ton— 

the device i tsel f is the button. 

The rea l advance, however, is that the 

Mag i c Mouse is touch sensit ive, so i t sup

ports the same sorts of gestures that a track

pad or iPhone does, including one I cannot live 

without: the finger slide that scrolls the page 

up, down, or sideways. If you ho ld down the 

Control key, a finger on the mouse can enlarge 

or shrink the screen image. This is actually a 

better way to zoom than the p inch gesture, 

which is more effective on an iPhone than on a 

laptop touchpad. Absent, though, is the two-

finger twist to rotate a photo. A n d forget about 

the four-finger swipe that lets you quickly 

switch between apphcations—how would you 

even try that without r isking a wrist sprain? 

Is the Mag ic Mouse the best mouse ever? 

No th ing super ior comes to m ind . If I had a 

M a c desktop, I wou ld use it a l l the t ime. But 

s ince I have a laptop, I s imp l y forget that 

the mouse is around; it's almost as easy, and 

cer ta in ly less compl icated, just to use the 

t rackpad. I feel no compuls ion to pack the 

per iphera l w i t h me when I travel. 

As long as desktops exist, it's nice to have a 

great mouse to use w i th them. But ultimately, 

we're going to be doing our po int ing w i th 

out dev ices—ei ther by t ouch ing surfaces 

directly or gesturing air-guitar style as cam

eras interpret our movements. (Microsoft 's 

upcoming game p lat form, Natal , is almost 

there already.) Or we ' l l just bark orders at 

voice-recognition-enabled machines. Either 

way, no amount of legerdemain w i l l stop the 

computer mouse's inevitable scuttle down 

the long ta i l of obl iv ion. 
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