


cash from their accounts.The service is 
planned to be rolled out gradually to selected 
markets. SmartMoney in the Philippines, 
Safaricom in Africa and others are obviating 
the need to set up hundreds of bank branches, 
saving on already stretched resources. 

London-based Freeplay developed a 
radio for Africa that needs neither electricity 
nor batteries. It is powered using mechanical 
energy, by cranking the handle. 

access to education and information. Nokia 
is working on a phone that can be used by 
illiterate people in India. It will use icons 
instead of letters or numbers and will be 
available at a fraction of the cost of the 
cheapest phone today.This device could be 
relevant for children or'special needs' people 
in developed economies. 

Remote diagnostics are another 
development. It is difficult to find good 
doctors in smaller cities and far-flung areas. 
Pharmaceutical companies are setting up 
manned diagnostic units where patients 
can get a diagnosis, which is transmitted 
to a doctor in a larger city.The patient 
may then be treated locally or advised to 
visit the nearest hospital depending on the 
doctor's recommendation.This will increase 
the availability of healthcare at affordable 
prices. Dr Shetty in Bangalore has launched 
a telemedicine initiative that links heart 
specialists in urban areas wi th clinics in 
rural areas.They have analysed more 
than 20,000 ECGs that were transferred 
electronically to experts. This has the 
potential of bringing down healthcare costs 
in developed nations. 

Unilever has developed a water filter 
that provides safe and clean water at one 
twentieth the cost of bottled water per litre 
after installing a home filter for only $40. 
Amazingly, this device does not use electricity. 
In developed markets, filtering tap water at 
home will remove the need to transport 
bottled water over long distances and will 
also save on plastic. 

In Kenya, alternative energy company 
Chardust has developed innovative techniques 
to convert biomass wastes into low-cost 
charcoal briquettes.This provides a cheaper 
energy alternative, waste recycling and 
environmental preservation. In South India, 
Selco is an innovative company that designs 
affordable solar energy solutions and units 
for rural homes and small businesses. It 
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