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An analysis of ‘carbon 
compounds’ in Web feeds
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Abstract
The potential of the Web for applied linguistic research is being increasingly recognized. As 
the internet is a particularly valuable source of data on recent changes in meaning, Mautner 
(2005b) made a plea for more discourse analysts to work with Web-based texts in order to study 
important social developments. Taking up this suggestion, this article introduces an approach based 
on the analysis of recent updates to Web-based sources. A special purpose corpus, compiled from 
Web feeds containing so-called lexical ‘carbon compounds’, such as, for example, carbon credit, 
carbon diet, carbon sinner, is studied with corpus linguistic tools to explore the online dimension 
of the interpretative struggle around the issue of climate change mitigation. The analysis reveals 
semantic associations surrounding the compounds and highlights connotational differences that 
signal both support and criticism of the climate mitigation initiatives proposed by policy makers 
and environmentalists.
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Introduction
The World Wide Web has become an unprecedented source of natural language data for 
researchers in linguistics and communication studies. For linguists interested in recent 
lexical changes, the Web represents a particularly useful resource of words and phrases 
that are too rare to appear in any standard purposefully-built corpora. As the Web is also 
a place for definition and discussion of key social issues, its potential as a source of 
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socio-cultural data is also being increasingly recognized (see Mautner, 2005b for a 
comprehensive discussion). In the area of corpus linguistics that employs large collec-
tions of electronic data to investigate language in use, attempts to extract examples of 
usage from the internet with the help of commercial search engines began in the mid-
1990s (Meyer et al., 2003). However, whilst there have been Web-based studies of recent 
changes in syntax and morphology (Bergh et al., 1998; Rosenbach, 2007), short-term 
changes on the lexical plane have not received much attention from researchers who use 
corpus linguistic methods to study the complex relationship between language and soci-
ety (for examples of the studies based on the newspaper data, see Mautner, 2000; Orpin, 
2005; Baker et al., 2008).

One example of such recent lexical creations is a discursive cluster of so-called ‘car-
bon compounds’ spawned around the noun carbon as a hub, which can be traced through 
the use of such word combinations as, for instance, carbon finance, carbon footprint, 
carbon diet, carbon sinner and many others. These compounds have become widely 
used in discourses on climate change mitigation in the English-speaking mass media 
(Nerlich and Koteyko, 2009). Some compounds have already become institutionalized 
as they have entered the Oxford English Dictionary, e.g. carbon offset, carbon foot-
print, carbon trading, carbon credit, whereas the usage of other compounds such as 
carbon diet has not (yet) stabilized. All of these right-headed compounds are coined by 
the same mechanism where the elliptical use of carbon (from carbon dioxide or carbon 
emission) is combined with other nouns from a variety of lexical domains. Due to this 
combination of two (or more) domains (e.g. ‘carbon emissions’ plus ‘criminal activity’ – 
carbon criminal), these compounds, of which some are metaphorical in nature, serve as 
contextualizing or framing devices (Alexander, 2008; Koteyko et al., 2010) that can be 
used to position readers in specific ways (Fairclough and Wodak, 1997; Wodak and 
Weiss, 2003).

The aim of this study is twofold. First, in terms of methodology, this article aims to 
demonstrate how large collections of Web-based data can be used for linguistic and 
socio-cultural research1 and, in this way, also promote further application of corpora
in ‘corpus-assisted discourse studies’ (Partington et al., 2003; Baker et al., 2008). 
Specifically, this article explores how texts mined from online blog discussions in the 
form of Web feeds can be employed to study the use of novel lexical compounds. Second, 
on the sociolinguistic level, it aims to contribute to the growing body of research focus-
ing on discourses around climate change, which has, however, neglected the emergence 
of carbon compounds as communicative devices.

Discourses of climate change
Climate change is a multifaceted phenomenon that has been studied from a number of 
perspectives by a vast array of disciplines (for an overview, see Nerlich et al., 2010). The 
long tradition of environmentalist discourse, which, at some point, was characterized by 
the prolific use of so-called eco-words (Benz, 2000), has recently shifted from discussing 
nature to debating the science behind climate change (in the context of increasing climate 
‘scepticism’), and then – more recently still – to debating what some call ‘solutions’ 
to climate change, i.e. climate change mitigation initiatives, culminating in the UN 
conference on climate change in Copenhagen (December 2009).
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One of the central threads running through the social scientific research on climate 
change concerns the social and cultural construction of knowledge and the accompany-
ing value-laden assumptions (Pettenger, 2007; Hulme, 2009). In the domain of applied 
linguistics and discourse analysis, the focus has been on how climate change is discur-
sively constructed using language as a means to negotiate, support or challenge certain 
definitions and underlying assumptions (Alexander, 2008). Here the lion’s share of 
research has been done using newspapers and government policies as data sources 
(Carvalho and Burgess, 2005; Boykoff, 2008; Olausson, 2009), whereas attempts to 
examine the construction of climate mitigation issues in new media such as blogs and 
discussion fora are still relatively rare (but see Nisbet and Kotcher, 2009; Koteyko et al., 
2010). In this way, discussion of climate change mitigation tends to be mainly analysed 
as part of a political debate or expert scientific discourse, and neglects it as an issue for 
public participation, engagement or deliberation (Nerlich et al., 2010).

To remedy this gap, the present study focuses on different ways of talking about cli-
mate change and climate change mitigation that can be found in blog discussions, using 
carbon compounds as lexical or discursive markers. For those interested in studying ‘lay 
people’s’ conceptualizations, the texts from online discussions are of central importance 
because of their uniqueness, relative spontaneity and inherent creativity (Paganoni, 
2008). The interactive features of blogs allow limitless possibilities for content creation, 
leading to an online dialogue where a large number of voices can be heard and analysed 
almost in real time (see, for example, Myers, 2009 on stance-taking in blogs). From this 
perspective, blogs are arguably one of the best media to study the ‘dramatic dimensions’ 
(Cobb and Elder, 1983) of the climate change issue like ethics, morality and uncertainty, 
as online debates can show how different actors attempt to redefine existing solutions to 
the problem or point out that the solutions do not work. This linguistic and discursive 
enquiry therefore seeks to contribute to the understanding of potentially new interpreta-
tions of climate change on the internet, along with ‘the social processes of climate change 
conceptualisation i.e. what it is and how its causes and consequences, and the planned 
responses to it, are constructed’ (Pettenger, 2007: 2).

Methods and conceptual framework
Methods of corpus linguistics have much to offer discourse scholars interested in analys-
ing the vast textual resources available on the internet. A growing number of studies are 
beginning to demonstrate how corpus linguistic techniques can be successfully applied 
to uncover relationships between language and society (Teubert, 2000; Mautner, 2005a, 
2005b, 2007; Orpin, 2005; Baker et al., 2008). The present article is aimed as a contribu-
tion to this trend of incorporating corpus-based methodologies such as collocational 
lists and especially concordances in discourse analysis, and demonstrates how this 
methodological synergy can be employed to study internet-based texts.

Concordances are a useful tool for studying lexical, semantic and grammatical pat-
terns in what Stubbs calls ‘empirical linguistics’ which, akin to the methods used in 
natural sciences, makes use of observational instruments to aid ‘our grasp of reality’ 
(2004: 107). On the horizontal line, concordances display instances of language use, 
whereas if scanned across the vertical line, they can reveal repeated co-occurrences (or 
collocations) in the language system. The cumulative evidence in concordance lines can 
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reveal different ‘patterns’ of meaning (semantic or pragmatic in nature), signalling 
different connotations that words have as well as ‘the assumptions they embody’ (Stubbs, 
1996: 172). Fairclough (2000), for example, studied the concordances of focal words in 
New Labour rhetoric, such as values, partnership, rights and responsibilities, poverty 
and duties, and showed how they developed new connotations as the result of their fre-
quent use in New Labour contexts. Sinclair (1991) refers to such patterns as ‘semantic 
preference’ and ‘semantic prosody’, and Hoey (2006) as ‘semantic associations’. 
Whereas the term ‘semantic preference’ refers to a habitual co-occurrence with ‘a class 
of words which share some semantic feature’ (Stubbs, 2001: 88), semantic prosody is 
defined as ‘the consistent aura of meaning with which a form is imbued by its collocates’ 
(Louw, 1993: 175).2 A distinctive feature of semantic prosody is its evaluative function, 
as it can signal ‘the speaker’s approval (good prosody) or disapproval (bad prosody)’ 
(Partington, 2004: 150).

Semantic associations revealed via the examination of concordances can be used to estab-
lish lexical or discursive profiles (Mautner, 2005a) of culturally and sociologically important 
words. The idea of a discursive profile gained popularity in the linguistic and Critical 
Discourse Analysis (CDA) literature following the publication of Stubbs’ (2001) corpus-
assisted study of culture. Following Firth’s proposal to study ‘detailed contextual distribution 
of sociologically important words’ (1957: 10) and Raymond Williams’ seminal work on 
cultural keywords (1983), Stubbs employed corpus linguistic tools to examine the lexical 
profiles of such words as heritage, care and community, which can carry ideological loads in 
certain contexts. In line with the key CDA assumption that discourse influences action 
through the way in which concepts and objects are constituted, such a study of keywords’ 
profiles can contribute to our understanding of social perceptions and practices.

A concordance-driven approach to the analysis of discussion posts provides an oppor-
tunity for a systematic analysis of the varied contexts in which the carbon compounds are 
used in the online debates on global warming and climate change mitigation. A pilot 
study at the start of our project established that some of the carbon compounds, and in 
particular the compound carbon indulgence (Nerlich and Koteyko, 2009), were embed-
ded in a variety of arguments by groups and individuals who criticized different aspects 
of market-based ‘solutions’ to global warming. As such, this compound fits the definition 
of a keyword – a word as an ‘element of the problem’ (Williams, 1983: 16), whose use 
betrays a certain ideological stance. This article will further explore what other combina-
tions with carbon as a modifier were used online in 2007 and establish their meanings 
and functions through their discursive profiles. Whereas similar patterns of usage can 
signal agreement among social actors and therefore help pinpoint shared views within a 
discourse community (Koteyko, 2007), differences in semantic associations can reveal 
instances of contestation and definitional battles.

Data
The analysis of the vast volume and heterogeneity of Web-based data has its unique 
merits as well as specific challenges. In terms of data collection, one of the most attrac-
tive features of the internet is the fast and easy access to a variety of data representing 
different social domains, and several studies have already demonstrated how online data 
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can be successfully harvested to create corpora for applied linguistics and CDA research. 
Thelwall (2005), for example, provides guidance on compiling corpora with the help of 
Web-crawling software, and Mautner (2005a) uses the Webcorp facility – a Web-based 
concordancer created to treat the Web as a corpus from which linguistic information can 
be extracted (Kehoe and Renouf, 2002) – in order to find out about the online use of the 
phrase ‘entrepreneurial university’.

The dynamic nature of Web-based concordances, however, presents a significant dis-
advantage for the analyst as a snapshot of concordances generated today can be changed 
or gone tomorrow. In this case, a typical solution is to download texts or abstracts directly 
from the websites and store them in separate files to be processed with corpus linguistic 
software (Mautner, 2005a, 2005b). In this article, I present an alternative method of 
online data collection based on the downloading of Really Simple Syndication (RSS) 
feeds – Web-based summaries of the daily updates from blogs, news sites and other 
sources. A technology for notifying users of new content in frequently updated websites, 
RSS feeds have been used in the computer-mediated communication studies as a resource 
of information on which technologies are used during crisis (Thelwall and Stuart, 2007) 
and for identifying debates regarding concerns about science (Thelwall et al., 2006). 
Whereas such studies have looked at single word distributions, a combined corpus lin-
guistic and CDA analysis described here makes use of the whole sentences and/or para-
graphs that become available for analysis once the feeds are downloaded. In this way, the 
rationale for using RSS feeds in applied linguistics research is that they provide some of 
the most recent textual data available on the internet with the additional benefit of the 
permanent storage of these textual updates and their URLs.

First, a collection of 82,049 RSS feeds harvested by the statistical cybermetrics 
research team at the University of Wolverhampton, predominantly from blog-searching 
engines and RSS databases,3 was queried for the word ‘carbon’. The clustering function 
of AntConc software (Anthony, 2005) was then used to extract a list of two-word combi-
nations arranged in the order of descending frequency. The initial number of extracted 
bigrams exceeded 1000. Only noun–noun and noun–adjective bigrams were then selected 
from this list. As we were interested in lexical compounds linked to carbon dioxide rather 
than carbon as an element, such lexical combinations as, for example, carbon molecule 
or carbon fibre were removed. Nonsensical combinations as well as duplicates arising 
from differences in spelling such as carbon offset and carbon-offset were also elimi-
nated. The resulting list consists of 79 compounds (see Table 1) arranged in the order 
of descending frequency.4 Some of the compounds are very frequent, such as carbon 
footprint and carbon tax, for example (appearing at the top of the list), while others are 
more ad-hoc creations that occur only a few times in the corpus (for example, carbon 
dodgers).

The RSS feeds containing the extracted compounds make up the special purpose cor-
pus for the analysis of the online use of carbon compounds in 2007. The WordSmith 
software (Scott, 1999) was used to generate concordances for each of the compounds. 
The maximum stretch of text that can be viewed via (extended) concordances5 is 35–40 
words. In most cases, this provided enough co-text to work out the meanings of com-
pounds and identify their semantic associations. In cases where concordances alerted me 
to a clash in semantic associations (for example, when lexical items with mostly positive 

 at ESPM on December 15, 2010das.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://das.sagepub.com/


660  Discourse & Society 21(6)

connotations were used in a negative context), whole texts of RSS feeds were retrieved 
via the View text facility of the WordSmith tool; in some cases, a broader context was 
also retrieved, where possible,6 via available URLs, for a more detailed study of these 
potential instances of contestation.

Results
General trends
In semantic terms, several groups of compounds can be distinguished on the basis of 
nouns and adjectives heading the compounds. First, there is a small group of compounds 
headed by scientific terms: carbon emission, carbon sequestration, carbon capture and 
carbon sink. Next comes a larger group of compounds headed by the lexis of finance and 
accounting, such as carbon trading, carbon cost, carbon market, carbon plan, carbon 
economy, etc. (n = 23). The third group of compounds (n = 45) includes a variety of 
lexical items referring to collective and individual efforts to reduce CO

2
 emissions such 

as, for example, carbon footprint, carbon conscious or carbon journey. Finally, the 
fourth, and much smaller (n = 6), group consists of compounds headed by broadly
religious lexis (carbon indulgence, carbon morality, carbon sinners).

A preliminary study of these compounds in context available via concordances has 
revealed several distinct trends of use. The first group of compounds is associated with 
scientific vocabulary and has a neutral semantic prosody. Compounds from the second 
and third groups conceptualizing individual and collective ‘solutions’ display mixed 
semantic prosodies as they appear to be used both in positive and negative contexts. The 
fourth group is used in predominantly negative contexts. These trends will be explored 
in more detail below.

Table 1. Carbon compounds extracted from the corpus of RSS feeds

carbon emission carbon market carbon savings carbon challenge
carbon footprint (low) carbon technology carbon consumption carbon debit
carbon neutral carbon calculator carbon mitigation carbon labelling
carbon offset (low) carbon planning carbon hero carbon crazy
carbon credit carbon cap carbon friendly (low) carbon habits
carbon capture (low) carbon diet carbon conscious (low) carbon future
carbon sequestration carbon budget carbon deal carbon spewing
carbon reduction carbon constraints carbon critics low carbon lifestyle
carbon market low carbon community (low) carbon lifestyle carbon quotas
carbon trading carbon funds (low) carbon power carbon bigfoot
carbon sink carbon neutrality carbon regulation carbon delusion
carbon trust carbon payment carbon guilt carbon morality
carbon free carbon capital carbon load carbon crusade
carbon tax carbon audit carbon plan carbon indulgence
carbon calculator (low) carbon living carbon policy carbon calories
carbon cost carbon broker carbon journey carbon smokescreen
carbon economy carbon detox carbon crusade carbon bloated
carbon polluter carbon abatement carbon sinners carbon sasquatch
carbon emitter carbon burden carbon solutions carbon dodgers
carbon finance low carbon transport carbon rationing
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Carbon compounds as technical/scientific terms

The first group of science-related compounds extracted from the corpus of RSS feeds 
displays a neutral semantic prosody. Such compounds as carbon dioxide and carbon 
emission, for example, have a long history of use in science and environmental dis-
courses and appear to be used descriptively rather than evaluatively in the online discus-
sions under study, as can be seen from the absence of emotionally charged lexical items 
in their concordances. Instead, these compounds form larger structures with such neutral 
words as cuts, targets, standards (see the concordance of carbon emission in Figure 1) 
and/or are surrounded by scientific terms such as figure, anthropogenic, environment.

Carbon compounds as semi-technical/finance terms
The majority of concordances drawn for each of the compounds headed by the lexis from 
the semantic field of finance, such as carbon tax, carbon trading, carbon saving, carbon 
credit, carbon debit (see Table 1 for further examples) show that they tend to be used in 
the company of administration and business related terms, such as exchange, market, 
report, scheme (see Figure 2). Here the compounds are part of the finance jargon, and in 
most cases they are also metaphors invented to conceptualize the complex matter of 
environmental accounting (Lohmann, 2009; Nerlich, 2009; Koteyko et al., 2010).

The neutral to positive semantic associations of these compounds demonstrate that 
some of their online meanings do not differ from the meanings listed in the Oxford 

Figure 1. Concordances of the compound carbon emission

Figure 2. Concordances of the compound carbon trading (neutral to positive semantic associations)
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English Dictionary (OED, online). Since the early 1990s, the economic aspect (market 
impacts, mitigation and adaptation measures) has been the cornerstone of climate change 
policies at the international level and national levels of various countries (Intergovern-
mental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC), 2007), and carbon compounds represent some 
of the lexical devices used to conceptualize this transformation of environmental objects 
into market products. For example, according to the OED, carbon credit is a ‘tradable 
permit which allows a country, company, etc., to produce a certain amount of carbon 
emissions’; whereas carbon trading is ‘the sale and purchase of credits allowing limited 
carbon emissions, such that companies producing emissions above allocated quotas are 
required to buy credits from ones whose emissions are below their quotas’. In the special 
purpose corpus of RSS feeds, these compounds are surrounded by the semi-technical 
vocabulary which, together with the absence of emotionally valenced lexis, shows that 
their online use does not deviate from their institutionalized definitions.

However, not all of the online instances display such a neutral prosody. A small pro-
portion of concordances (around 10 percent), generated for such compounds as carbon 
tax, carbon credit and carbon offsetting, reveal the existence of negative semantic asso-
ciations. Below I will explore their lexical surroundings in more detail, in order to 
determine discursive strategies conditioning this pejorative use.

Coined in the 1990s and defined in the OED as ‘an action or process (typically the 
planting of trees) which counteracts or is claimed to counteract the emission of carbon 
dioxide resulting from industrial or other human activity; a quantifiable amount of such 
action as a tradable commodity’, the compound carbon offset has become ubiquitous in 
the English-speaking media (Nerlich and Koteyko, 2010). Although the compound has 
been coined and used in the context of environmental activism, the second meaning 
linked to ‘a tradable commodity’ refers to a more recent trend of green consumerism 
where carbon reduction activities form part of a growing commodity market in Westernized 
economies. This commodification of carbon emissions has raised a number of ethical 
concerns and attracted criticisms both from the environmental activists and economists 
(Lohmann, 2009). The pejorative use of carbon offsetting in our corpus of blog texts (see 
Figure 3) seems to echo this debate over the ethical implications, as is evident from such 
adjacent words and phrases as backlash, hilarious parody, criticism, guilt-free, etc.

The association of the compound carbon trading with such lexical items as problems and 
failings as well as the adjective lucrative (see Figure 4) further demonstrate the polarization 

Figure 3. Concordances of the compound carbon offsetting
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in the debate around the market-based solutions to climate change, and unease about the 
ethical implications of the profitable carbon market.

Carbon tax is another compound that appears to occupy a central place in the highly 
polarized arguments debating the extent of governmental intervention in the public 
reduction of greenhouse emissions (at the time of writing, this debate is gaining particu-
lar prominence in the USA under the Obama administration). Registered in the OED as 
‘a tax intended to discourage the emission of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere, esp. 
one levied on the burning of fossil fuels’, in some of our blog discussions carbon tax is 
repeatedly referred to as a ‘cash grab’. (‘There is no incentive to change behavior at all, 
it’s just another proposal for a government cash grab’; www.env-econ.net/2007/05/a_
gas_guzzler_t.html, 9 May 2007.) In examples like this, the compound is used in the 
negative context by the critics of economic interventions to climate change when they 
say carbon taxes are no more than governments’ attempts to generate more revenue.

Other critical statements referring to the flaws of market-based solutions to global 
warming use the compound carbon credit together with such pejorative adjectives as 
useless, stupid, pathetic and, as in the example below, meaningless:

We are on a mission to take away every one of Al Gore’s meaningless carbon credits by simply 
providing carbon debits. Help us make this dream a reality by purchasing one of the packages 
below. Don’t let Al Gore assuage his guilt with meaningless penance, heap it back on with 
carbon debits – every one of which we will let him know about.

Additionally, we can see here a creative coinage of the new compound carbon debit used 
alongside the already institutionalized carbon credit. Here bloggers make use of the 
established discursive strategies of verbal humour, such as ‘jokes, anecdotes, wordplay, 
irony’ (Norrick, 2003, cited in Paganoni, 2008: 90) in the attempt to draw attention to and 
possibly overturn the existing discursive balance of power:

The reason we sell Carbon Debits is simple – we want to take away the pathetic excuse of 
Carbon Credits from those liberals who hide their shame filled lives behind money-bought 
lunacy.

The negative stance is also achieved with the help of further compounding when such 
carbon compounds as carbon tax and carbon offset are used as modifiers in longer 
3-gram structures headed by a pejorative noun:

Figure 4. Concordances of the compound carbon trading (negative semantic associations)
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Industry caught in carbon ‘smokescreen’ (Carbon Offset fraud). Wonder how many pensions 
are going to go bust on carbon credits?

All of this carbon offset crap is such an elitist racket. Rich and/or famous persons, ala Al Gore 
and John Edwards, can have as large a ‘carbon footprint’ as they want. While the everyday Joe 
out there has to ride a friggin bus or bicycle and use one square of toilet paper.

Previous studies have noted that between 2006 and 2008, the use of carbon credits and 
carbon offsetting to refer to the financial mechanisms for mitigating climate change 
began to be heatedly debated in UK national newspapers (Nerlich and Koteyko, 2009). 
The blog-based use of these and other finance-related compounds reflects this tendency, 
albeit within the constraints of this highly interactive medium where quasi-spoken 
language and informal tone are common. As a result, we find creative instances of use, 
non-existent in the world of finance jargon and written journalistic genres, which can 
potentially help us gauge ‘lay’ attitudes towards and opinions about (Rowe et al., 2008) 
climate change mitigation options proposed by policy makers.

Carbon compounds as ‘popular’ terms
The third group of compounds is one in which the noun carbon modifies a variety of 
lexical items conceptualizing what one may call popular or ‘everyday’ actions and mech-
anisms for reducing carbon emissions (as opposed to centrally planned or market-based 
solutions). In this group, carbon footprint – defined in the OED as ‘the environmental 
impact of carbon emissions; the magnitude of this for a particular individual, organiza-
tion, or community’ – stands out due to its frequency and variety of statements in which 
it is used (see Figure 5).

The use of carbon footprint, which was coined around 1999 (www.oed.com), spawned a 
new ‘carbon-speak’ centred on calculating individual and collective impacts (Koteyko et al., 
2010) instantiated by such compounds as carbon (footprint) calculator, (low) carbon
(footprint/emission) future and many others. Such websites as www.carbonfootprint.com, 

Figure 5. Concordances of the compound carbon footprint
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for example, help their visitors calculate the environmental impact of their lifestyles and 
donate money to carbon friendly projects.

As can be seen from Figure 5, the semantic preference for reduction, reflecting 
the strive to lower one’s carbon footprint, is visible even upon cursory glance at the 
concordances – for example, when the compound is used as a complement to verbs 
denoting reduction in size or amount, such as shrink and lower, together with the verb 
reduce itself. Similarly, the adjective low is one of the most frequent collocates of the 
compound carbon diet (see Figure 6), which is a play on low carb diet – a well-known 
expression in the Westernized world (Nerlich et al., in press). The adjective is also used 
as a habitual companion of such compounds as carbon housing, carbon living, carbon 
habits and carbon lifestyle. The noun zero is another frequent modifier of carbon
compounds, as in zero carbon footprint.

As the concordances of carbon diet show, reduction of one’s carbon emissions is 
associated with calorie reduction as part of dieting, which in turn evokes the frame ‘less 
is good/healthy’, according to which excessive consumption of food (carbon emissions) 
is ‘bad’ and has to be restricted. In this way, these compounds are used to allude to indi-
vidual responsibility, signalling the ever-increasing eco-awareness and eco-chic (Benz, 
2000), or indeed carbon consciousness:

I signed up on Carbon Conscious Consumer to do this month’s challenge: buy one pound of 
locally-grown food each week. I have a feeling it will end up being much more once the diffi-
culty of getting started has been overcome. And this particular challenge is not that difficult; 
there’s a local farmer’s market every Sunday about a mile from my home.

Compounds such as carbon labelling and carbon calories are used to refer to the 
consumer-oriented initiatives introduced by large companies such as Tesco in the wake 
of the growing popularity of low carbon products. Judging from the positive semantic 

Figure 6. Concordances of the compound carbon diet
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associations surrounding these compounds, the carbon counting tools were greeted with 
enthusiasm and approval by the blogging community.

By far the most important comment in the Tesco CEO announcement on Friday was the one 
referring to product labelling – the Carbon Calorie – a universal system! Choose your product 
CO

2
 emissions along with your saturated fat levels and sugar intake.

I think we’d all be much better stewards of the grocery aisles and the world if we turned our atten-
tion away from carb counts and made some purchase decisions based on the carbon calorie.

Other compounds sharing the cultural narrative of dieting – carbon counting and carbon 
calculator (as well as ‘Carbon Hero’ – a brand of a carbon calculator) – also carry a 
positive evaluation as they are used in similar contexts when bloggers report on their 
efforts (or efforts of the people they know), aimed at achieving a low carbon lifestyle. 
The compound carbon detox is used to refer to the book Carbon Detox: Your Step-by-
Step Guide to Getting Real about Climate Change written by George Marshall in 2007. 
The compound carbon neutrality (carbon-neutral) displays similar positive semantic 
associations and is another catchphrase7 adopted by image-conscious companies and 
individuals.

Conversely, those who failed to cut back are labelled carbon criminals. Other creative 
expressions coined to criticize the high consumption of energy are carbon sasquatch and 
carbon-bloated:

Section titled ‘Hypocrites’: Is Homewrecker Laurie David A Secret ‘Carbon Sasquatch’?

A longtime Republican and the first U.S. civilian to own a Humvee, Schwarzenegger 
has endured fierce criticism from environmentalists over his carbon-bloated lifestyle and 
opposition to the Clean Alternative Energy Act in 2006.

In this way, whereas the use of finance-related compounds revealed the emphasis on 
the corporate and governmental development of trading platforms for carbon credits, 
the use of the lifestyle carbon compounds shows that awareness of global warming and 
climate change has migrated from governments and big corporations down to individ-
ual consumers. The positive instances of use retrieved from our corpus are often part 
of individual stories describing a variety of efforts to reduce carbon emissions, and 
therefore can provide descriptions of important local attempts to deal with climate 
change. The existence of negative instances of blame, however, reflects an increasing 
moralization of discourses on mitigation initiatives according to which individuals 
should be held accountable for the amount of CO

2
 they produce, whereas the efforts to 

reduce one’s carbon emissions become one of the ways to show that one is a ‘good’ 
person. While it is undoubtedly important to know how much carbon emissions we 
produce as individuals, this emphasis on moralizing language may lead us to overlook 
the necessity of questioning social and economic systems which induce environmentally 
damaging behaviours.
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Carbon compounds as ‘dramatic’ terms

The compounds headed by religious vocabulary represent more creative interpretative 
devices, some of which only recently started to appear in print media and on the internet 
(Koteyko et al., 2010). The main difference between these compounds and those from 
two earlier groups is that they are headed by lexical items that can carry (mostly 
negative) evaluation on their own (e.g. carbon sinner, carbon guilt), and therefore are 
primarily used to signal appraisal rather than to conceptualize new ‘solutions’.

Such compounds frame the online critical discourses in moral and religious terms, alluding 
to the biblical notions of guilt, sin and salvation. The concordances drawn for these com-
pounds show that they serve as discursive tools for expressing scepticism regarding various 
aspects of sustainable development and carbon mitigation and, in two instances, denial of 
climate change. For example, like the above examples of creative play with finance-related 
carbon compounds, the compounds headed by religious lexis are used to furnish criticism of 
voluntary offsetting. Thus, carbon offsets and carbon credits are described as carbon indul-
gences in reference to the medieval practice of selling ‘indulgences’ to sinners to absolve their 
sins (Nerlich and Koteyko, 2009). In the modern version, purchasers are absolved from the 
need to change their behaviour, that is to restrict their consumption of energy.

I began this series of critiques of the greenhouse fearmongers with an evocation of the papal 
indulgences of the Middle Ages as precursors of the ‘carbon credits’ – ready relief for carbon 
sinners, burdened, because all humans exhale carbon, with original sin.

Some of these compounds, however, are used not only to express scepticism of 
market-based initiatives but also to signal what can be called ‘climate change mitigation 
fatigue’. For example, the moralizing tones and emphasis on restraint visible through the 
evaluative collocates of the lifestyle compounds in the previous section find reflection in 
the use of the compound carbon morality. Most of its online instances of use (see the 
example below) are linked to the former Vice-President of the United States and well-
known climate change activist Al Gore, who referred to global warming as a ‘moral 
challenge’ in his 2006 documentary An Inconvenient Truth.

The compound carbon guilt (see Figure 7) is used in similar contexts and refers to the 
moral framing of the climate change issue according to which one should feel personal 
responsibility for high energy consumption.

The coinage and use of other compounds from the religious cluster may have been 
triggered by the investigation into Al Gore’s energy consumption. When it was revealed 

Figure 7. Concordances of the compound carbon guilt
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that Al Gore seemed not to assume the green lifestyle he widely promoted as he was 
allegedly found living in an energy-intensive mansion and using his private jet on his 
international publicity tour (CNET News, 2007), the online discussions were quick to 
react to these revelations with such compounds as carbon-footprint gospel, with Al Gore 
as its preacher-in-chief:

How ‘inconvenient.’ Former Vice President Al Gore, preacher-in-chief of the carbon-footprint 
gospel, himself owns a mansion which burns through more electricity in a month than the 
average American family uses in a year. […] Gore apparently thinks he should be exempted 
personally from his own carbon morality.

The compound carbon crusade is also occasionally used in reference to Al Gore’s cam-
paign, and in other instances in relation to the moralizing discourse on individual carbon 
emission reduction.

As for Al Gore, the former Vice President brings emotional fervour to his carbon crusade. He 
travels the country displaying charts and graphs, quoting scientific experts and appealing to 
philosophers and religious leaders to save the planet from global warming. But he says nothing 
about his business partners who yearn to trade on the emerging carbon market.

… [I] wonder if we dont run the risk of turning this ‘carbon crusade’ into something as disas-
trous as its namesake, however. […] I note that there is a growing movement that eschews 
anything that might create an oversized carbon footprint, to the point where anybody who 
does so is pilloried. It is popular to ‘out’ people whose vehicles might not be as ‘green’ as some, 
or who fly their private jet to accept their nobel prize for peace, etc. Careful of hypocrisy, lest 
it bite you in the ass.

The following text was posted on the same website8 in support of the above post, and 
although it does not include the compounds carbon indulgence or carbon crusade, it 
provides more context on the critical stance towards the moralization of carbon emissions 
that these compounds are used to express:

We are on the verge of making ‘green’ and ‘environmentalism’ a new religion/cult, complete 
with scare tactics and ‘holier-than-thou-ness’. Religions are as much about creating shame 
as providing salvation. And with each new religion we put ourselves in danger of sitting in 
judgment of the have/have-nots and a life of hypocrisy.

In this way, the compounds headed by religion-related lexis are also used as weapons in 
the interpretive struggle that was evident in the use of the finance- and lifestyle-related 
compounds described above. However, whereas those mostly institutionalized com-
pounds were embedded in negatively or positively connotated lexical environments, here 
we see the coinage of new lexical items in order to evaluate the objects and processes 
they conceptualize. These novel creations, some of which have not entered either dic-
tionaries or print media, are used to highlight what have been labelled as ‘dramatic 
dimensions’ of the climate change issue such as ethics and morality (Cobb and Elder, 
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1983; see also Koteyko et al., 2010), and are a manifest confirmation of the fact that the 
climate change debate is expanding beyond the narrow circle of scientists, climate 
change ‘experts’ and journalists. The creative coinage and online use of these compounds 
shows that the climate change mitigation issue has attracted widespread public attention 
that resulted not only in support but also in criticism of the mitigation initiatives pro-
posed by policy makers and environmentalists.

Conclusions
Today many researchers in linguistics have come to value the internet as the repository 
of authentic data that provides ‘a freshness and topicality unmatched by fixed corpora’ 
(Fletcher, 2004: 191). Although at present only a small proportion of discourse analysts 
and social scientists employ linguistic methods to analyse what and how people write 
on the internet, this is likely to change in the future as a growing amount of both public 
and private discourse is becoming available via commercial search engines and digital 
repositories. As Mautner (2005b) points out, the main value of analysing such online 
data comes from ‘its significance as a medium in all social domains, with the ubiqui-
tous, round-the-clock connectivity it provides and its privileged status as the primary 
information source in the public, and increasingly, the private spheres’ (p. 812). In rec-
ognition of its growing significance in social science and humanities research, this 
article introduced a novel way of collecting and studying such data, which allows a 
more tailored approach to internet data mining than currently available Web concor-
dances and has an important advantage in the permanent storage of texts under analysis. 
With the sought-after protection against ‘the relentless mutability of web based data’ 
(Mautner, 2005b: 822) ensured by the downloading of RSS feeds, the compilation and 
analysis of special purpose corpora based on the textual website updates allows lin-
guists and discourse analysts to engage with ‘real-world problems’ (Cook, 2003: 5) 
such as climate change as they emerge and not a long time later when they have changed 
or been superseded by new ones.

In line with the second objective of this study, the large collection of RSS feeds 
allowed me to establish which constructions modified by the noun carbon were used 
online in 2007, whereas the special purpose corpus enabled me to explore the online 
dimension of the definitional struggle around the issue of global warming and climate 
change mitigation by analysing the blog-based use of these key expressions. The ethical 
and political implications of different climate mitigation strategies have already received 
considerable attention from social scientists, while researchers interested in media analy-
sis have identified general discursive features and frames in traditional newspaper cover-
age of climate change (Boykoff, 2008; Olausson, 2009). This article contributes to this 
research by studying the lexical surroundings of the ‘carbon keywords’, whose online 
use reflects and encapsulates the complex discursive processes underlying the social 
construction of climate change, and in this process demonstrates how ‘macro-level social 
phenomena are mirrored, on the microlevel of linguistic detail, in the collocational 
behaviour of individual lexical items’ (Mautner, 2005a).

In particular, the following discursive processes were revealed that characterize the 
creation and use of carbon compounds. On the one hand, there are attempts to change the 
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connotations of existing and, in some cases, already institutionalized compounds such as 
carbon offset or carbon credit through the use of adjacent pejorative lexis. These com-
pounds were found to have mixed semantic prosodies as they were used both in the com-
pany of neutral semi-technical terms and negatively coloured words, such as fraud, nonsense, 
meaningless, idiotic, etc. (that is, used either in support of or in criticism of different posi-
tions on climate change mitigation options). In this way, in addition to their diachronically 
primary meanings, these compounds seem to have acquired new context-dependent con-
notations as a result of their habitual negative associations in the online discourses captured 
in the special purpose corpus of RSS feeds. On the other hand, there is a creative coinage 
of new, more ad-hoc compounds, which follows the well-established route of carbon as a 
modifier plus noun. In these instances, the head nouns serve to conceptualize mostly indi-
vidual efforts to minimize the human impact on the environment (carbon diet), or harbour 
allusions to cultural/religious themes in order to express a critical stance towards the 
moralization of carbon reduction activities, as well as towards the market-based strategies 
of carbon offsetting and trading (carbon guilt, carbon indulgence).

Although it was beyond the scope of this study to explore specific discourse motiva-
tions and aspects of text production with regard to individual compounds, the results of 
the analysis provide initial insights into the early stages of the online climate change 
debate in 2007. The highly creative use of the compounds testifies to the fact that blog 
discussions offer the possibility for concerned individuals to develop their own voices 
and their own ways of understanding and discussing the proposed scientific and techno-
logical solutions to the climate change issue. These sites of engagement, resistance and 
knowledge construction currently proliferating on the internet offer new ways of think-
ing about climate change mitigation and its implications, and it is hoped that this article 
provides a good vantage point for further corpus-assisted studies of this medium.

Acknowledgements

I would like to thank Professor Mike Thelwall for permission to use the corpus of RSS 
feeds compiled by his cybermetrics team at the University of Wolverhampton and his 
help with the extraction of feeds containing the word ‘carbon’. Thanks also go to 
Professor Brigitte Nerlich and an anonymous reviewer for their helpful comments and 
suggestions. I gratefully acknowledge funding from the Economic and Social Research 
Council, grant number: RES-062–23–1256.

Notes

1. From this perspective, the Web is not considered a corpus in itself (see Meyer et al., 2003 and 
Lüdeling et al., 2007 on Web as a corpus); rather it is treated as a source of texts for special 
purpose corpora.

2. The relationship between these two concepts is complex and has been a subject of debate in the 
corpus linguistic literature (Partington, 2004). See also Stewart (2010) for a comprehensive critical 
discussion of different approaches to and interpretations of the concept of semantic prosody.

3. For more detail on the original complete RSS collection, see Thelwall et al. (2006).
4. At this stage, only bigrams were included in the list, but due to the productive nature 

of compounding many 3- and 4-grams could also be discerned during the examination of 
concordances (as can be seen from the examples below).
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5. The samples of concordances are reproduced in the figures. These are purposeful samples 
selected to illustrate specific collocational tendencies that emerged from the analysis of the 
overall sample (e.g. concordance lines illustrating negative semantic prosodies were extracted 
from the total list of concordances displaying both positive and negative semantic associations).

6. As mentioned above, it is not always possible to retrieve content via URLs, as Web pages can 
be changed or removed at any time by site owners.

7. Carbon-neutral was declared word of the year in 2006 by the New Oxford American 
Dictionary.

8. The content was retrieved on 5 January 2010, from http://carbonfund.blogspot.com/2007/12/
holiday-gift-cards-making-holidays.html

References

Alexander, R. (2008) Framing Discourse on the Environment: A Critical Discourse Approach. 
New York and London: Routledge.

Anthony, L. (2005) ‘AntConc: Design and Development of a Freeware Corpus Analysis Toolkit for 
the Technical Writing Classroom’, Proceedings of Professional Communication Conference, 
10–13 July, pp. 729–37.

Baker, P., Gabrielatos, C., Khosravinik, M., Krzyzanowski, M., McEnery, T. and Wodak, R. 
(2008) ‘A Useful Methodological Synergy? Combining Critical Discourse Analysis and 
Corpus Linguistics to Examine Discourses of Refugees and Asylum Seekers in the UK Press’, 
Discourse & Society 19(3): 273–306.

Benz, B. (2000) ‘Let it Green: The Ecoization of the Lexicon’, American Speech 75(2): 215–21.
Bergh, G., Seppänen, A. and Trotta, J. (1998) ‘Language Corpora and the Internet: A Joint 

Linguistic Resource’, in A. Renouf (ed.) Explorations in Corpus Linguistics. Amsterdam and 
Atlanta, GA: Rodopi.

Boykoff, M. (2008) ‘The Cultural Politics of Climate Change Discourse in UK Tabloids’, Political 
Geography 27(5): 549–69.

Carvalho, A. and Burgess, J. (2005) ‘Cultural Circuits of Climate Change in UK Broadsheet 
Newspapers 1985–2003’, Risk Analysis 25(6): 1457–69.

CNET News (2007) ‘Al Gore’s Electricity Bill Heats up Blogosphere’, 27 February. Available at: 
http://news.cnet.com/8301-10784_3-6162631-7.html (accessed 18 March 2010).

Cobb, R.W. and Elder, C.D. (1983) Participation in American Politics: The Dynamics of Agenda-
Building. Boston, MA: Allyn and Bacon.

Cook, G. (2003) Applied Linguistics. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Fairclough, N. (2000) New Labour, New Language? London: Routledge.
Fairclough, N. and Wodak, R. (1997) ‘Critical Discourse Analysis’, in T. van Dijk (ed.) Discourse 

as Social Interaction, pp. 258–84. London: Sage.
Firth, J.R. (1957) ‘The Technique of Semantics’, in Papers in Linguistics 1934–1951, pp. 7–33. 

London: Oxford University Press (originally published in 1935).
Fletcher, W.H. (2004) ‘Making the Web More Useful as a Source for Linguistic Corpora’, in  

U. Connor and T.A. Upton (eds) Applied Corpus Linguistics: A Multidimensional Perspective, 
pp. 191–206 (Language and Computers – Studies in Practical Linguistics 52). Amsterdam: 
Rodopi.

Hoey, M. (2006) ‘Language as Choice: What is Chosen?’, in G. Thompson and S. Hunston (eds) 
System and Corpus, pp. 37–54. London: Equinox.

 at ESPM on December 15, 2010das.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://das.sagepub.com/


672  Discourse & Society 21(6)

Hulme, M. (2009) Why We Disagree about Climate Change: Understanding Controversy, Inaction 
and Opportunity. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) (2007) Impacts, Adaptation and Vulnerability, 
Annex B: Contribution of Working Group II to the Fourth Assessment Report of the IPCC. 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Kehoe, A. and Renouf, A. (2002) ‘WebCorp: Applying the Web to Linguistics and Linguistics 
to the Web’, World Wide Web 2002 Conference, Honolulu, Hawaii, 7–11 May. Available at: 
www.www2002.org/CDROM/poster/67

Koteyko, N. (2007) ‘A Diachronic Approach to Meaning in Corpus Linguistics: The Use of English 
Loanwords in Russian Opposition Discourse’, Corpora 3: 65–95.

Koteyko, N., Thelwall, M. and Nerlich, B. (2010) ‘From Carbon Markets to Carbon Morality: 
Creative Compounds as Framing Devices in Online Discourses on Climate Change Mitigation’, 
Science Communication 32(1): 25–54.

Lohmann, L. (2009) ‘Toward a Different Debate in Environmental Accounting: The Cases of 
Carbon and Cost–Benefit’, Accounting, Organizations and Society 34: 499–534.

Louw, B. (1993) ‘Irony in the Text or Insincerity in the Writer? The Diagnostic Potential of Semantic 
Prosodies’, in M. Baker, G. Francis and E. Tognini-Bonelli (eds) Text and Technology: In 
Honour of John Sinclair, pp. 157–76. Amsterdam and Philadelphia, PA: John Benjamins.

Lüdeling, A., Evert, S. and Baroni, M. (2007) ‘Using Web Data for Linguistic Purposes’, in  
M. Hundt, N. Nesselhauf and C. Biewer (eds) Corpus Linguistics and the Web. Amsterdam/
New York: Rodopi.

Marshall, G. (2007) Carbon Detox: Your Step-by-Step Guide to Getting Real About Climate 
Change. London: Gaia. 

Mautner, G. (2000) Der britische Europa-Diskurs: Methodenreflexion und Fallstudien zur 
Berichterstattung in der Tagespresse [British Discourse on Europe: Reflections on Methodology 
and Case Studies from Daily Newspapers]. Vienna: Passagenverlag.

Mautner, G. (2005a) ‘The Entrepreneurial University: A Discursive Profile of a Higher Education 
Buzzword’, Critical Discourse Studies 2(2): 1–26.

Mautner, G. (2005b) ‘Time to Get Wired: Using Web-Based Corpora in Critical Discourse Analysis’, 
Discourse & Society 16(6): 809–28.

Mautner, G. (2007) ‘Mining Large Corpora for Social Information: The Case of “Elderly”’, 
Language in Society 36(1): 51–72.

Meyer, C.F., Grabowski, R., Han, H.-Y., Mantzouranis, K. and Moses, S. (2003) ‘The World Wide 
Web as Linguistic Corpus’, in P. Leistyna and C.F. Meyer (eds) Corpus Analysis: Language 
Structure and Language Use, pp. 241–54. Amsterdam: Rodopi.

Myers, G. (2009) The Discourse of Blogs and Wikis. London: Continuum.
Nerlich, B. (2009) ‘The “World’s First Carbon Budget”: Brigitte Nerlich Laments a Lost 

Opportunity’, People & Science (The British Science Association), p. 13.
Nerlich, B. and Koteyko, N. (2009) ‘Compounds, Creativity and Complexity in Climate Change 

Communication: The Case of “Carbon Indulgences”’, Global Environmental Change 19: 345–53.
Nerlich, B. and Koteyko, N. (2010) ‘Carbon Gold Rush and Carbon Cowboys: A New Chapter in 

Green Mythology?’, Environmental Communication 4(1): 37–53.
Nerlich, B., Evans, V. and Koteyko, N. (in press) ‘“Low Carbon Diet”: Reducing the Complexities 

of Climate Change to Human Scale’, Language and Cognition.
Nerlich, B., Koteyko, N. and Brown, B. (2010) ‘Theory and Language of Climate Change 

Communication’, in L. Whitmarsh and M. Hulme (eds) Wiley Interdisciplinary Reviews: 

 at ESPM on December 15, 2010das.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://das.sagepub.com/


Koteyko 673

Climate Change – Domain 6: Perception, Behaviour and Communication of Climate Change 
1, pp. 97–110.

Nisbet, M.C. and Kotcher, J.E. (2009) ‘A Two-Step Flow of Influence? Opinion-Leader Campaigns 
on Climate Change’, Science Communication 30(3): 328–54.

Olausson, U. (2009) ‘Global Warming – Global Responsibility? Media Frames of Collective 
Action and Scientific Certainty’, Public Understanding of Science 18: 421–36.

Orpin, D. (2005) ‘Corpus Linguistics and Critical Discourse Analysis: Examining the Ideology of 
Sleaze’, International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 10(1): 37–61.

Paganoni, M. (2008) ‘Political Humour in the Blogosphere’, Textus 21(1): 79–95.
Partington, A. (2004) ‘Utterly Content in Each Other’s Company: Semantic Prosody and Semantic 

Preference’, International Journal of Corpus Linguistics 9(1): 131–56.
Partington, A., Morley, J. and Haarman, L. (eds) (2003) Corpora and Discourse. Berne: 

Peter Lang.
Pettenger, M. (2007) ‘Introduction: Power, Knowledge and the Social Construction of Climate 

Change’, in M. Pettenger (ed.) The Social Construction of Climate Change: Power, Knowledge, 
Norms, Discourses, pp. 1–23. Aldershot: Ashgate.

Rosenbach, A. (2007) ‘Diachronic Analysis with the Internet? Will and Shall in ARCHER and in 
a Corpus of e-Texts from the Web’, in M. Hundt, N. Nesselhauf and C. Biewer (eds) Corpus 
Linguistics and the Web. Amsterdam and New York: Rodopi.

Rowe, G., Hawkes, G. and Houghton, J. (2008) ‘Initial UK Public Reaction to Avian Influenza: 
Analysis of Opinions Posted on BBC Website’, Health Risk & Society 10(4): 361–84.

Scott, M. (1999) WordSmith Tools 3. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Sinclair, J. (1991) Corpus, Concordance, Collocation. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Stewart, D. (2010) Semantic Prosody: A Critical Evaluation. London: Routledge.
Stubbs, M. (1996) Text and Corpus Analysis: Computer-Assisted Studies of Language and Culture. 

Oxford: Blackwell.
Stubbs, M. (2001) Words and Phrases: Corpus Studies of Lexical Semantics. Oxford: 

Blackwell.
Stubbs, M. (2004) ‘Language Corpora’, in A. Davies and C. Elder (eds) The Handbook of Applied 

Linguistics, pp. 106–33. London: Wiley-Blackwell.
Teubert, W. (2000) ‘A Province of a Federal Superstate, Ruled by an Unelected Bureaucracy: 

Keywords of the Eurosceptic Discourse in Britain’, in A. Musolff, C. Good, P. Points and  
R. Wittlinger (eds) Attitudes Towards Europe: Language in the Unification Process, pp. 45–86. 
Aldershot: Ashgate.

Thelwall, M. (2005) ‘Creating and Using Web Corpora’, International Journal of Corpus 
Linguistics 10(4): 517–41.

Thelwall, M. and Stuart, D. (2007) ‘RUOK? Blogging Communication Technologies During 
Crises’, Journal of Computer-Mediated Communication 12(2): article 9. Available at: http://
jcmc.indiana.edu/vol12/issue2/thelwall.html 

Thelwall, M., Prabowo, R. and Fairclough, R. (2006) ‘Are Raw RSS Feeds Suitable for Broad Issue 
Scanning? A Science Concern Case Study’, Journal of the American Society for Information 
Science and Technology 57(12): 1644–54.

Williams, R. (1983) Keywords: A Vocabulary of Culture and Society, 2nd edn. London: Fontana 
(originally published in 1976).

Wodak, R. and Weiss, G. (2003) Critical Discourse Analysis: Theory and Interdisciplinarity. 
London: Palgrave/Macmillan.

 at ESPM on December 15, 2010das.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://das.sagepub.com/


674  Discourse & Society 21(6)

Nelya Koteyko is a Lecturer in the Department of Media and Communication at the 
University of Leicester. Her research lies at the intersection of corpus linguistics, media 
studies and discourse analysis; she has published widely in these areas in international 
journals including Critical Discourse Studies, Applied Linguistics, Science Communication, 
Metaphor and Symbol, and Corpora. Current research involves linguistic creativity and 
discursive framing of climate change. 

 at ESPM on December 15, 2010das.sagepub.comDownloaded from 

http://das.sagepub.com/
lusilva
Text Box
Fonte: Discourse & Society, v. 21, n. 6, p. 655-674, 2010. [Base de Dados]. Disponível em: <www.sagepub.com>. Acesso em: 20 dez. 2010.




