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Located in Mexico City's historic 
centre, Downtown is housed in one 
of the few remaining 17th-century 
palaces. Originally known as the 
Palacio de los Condes de Miravalle, 
the hotel/hostel is a response 
to the lack of decent contemporary 
places to stay in the centre and it 
boasts a red, volcanic-rock facade, 
magnificent patios and a stone-
forged staircase featuring a 1945 
mural by Manuel Rodriguez Lozano. 
Painstakingly restored by the Habita 
Hotel Group and local architects 
Cherem Serrano, the building retains 
original features, such as wooden 
beams, ribbed ceiling vaults and 

clay floor tiles, while new additions 
include the red-brick lattice 
bathroom partitions. Downtown 
has 11 suites with courtyard views, 
six master suites with street-view 
balconies and budget-friendly 
hostel beds (pictured below). It also 
features a rooftop bar and 
swimming pool, ping pong tables, 
a screening room, a beer garden 
and a restaurant serving traditional 
street food. Pablo León de la Barra 
Isabel La Católica 30, Centro 
Histórico, tel: 1800 400 8484, 
www.grupohabita.mx. 
Rates: from $25 per hostel bed; 
$175 per room 

A ut
iliz

aç
ão

 de
ste

 ar
tig

o é
 ex

clu
siv

a p
ar

a f
ins

 ed
uc

ac
ion

ais
.

http://www.grupohabita.mx


On the shores of Lake Balaton, 
Central Europe's largest lake, the 
48-room Bonvino Wine Spa, in the 
Badacsony wine region, shows off 
the work of Hungarian interior 
design company Geppetto Studio. 
The reception desk on the upper 
floor is made from local oak 
normally used for wine barrels, and 
it overlooks the restaurant, where 
diners can look up to an installation 
of wine bottles suspended from the 
ceiling. The menu capitalises on 
oenophilic delights, too, with dishes 

such as pear soup with wine and 
grilled Mangalitsa pork cutlets 
in a white wine sauce. Rooms are 
painted in a palette of white, grey 
and black, and feature colourful, 
folk art-inspired graphics. The 
spa, in dark volcanic stone, has 
an indoor pool with a Jacuzzi, 
a sauna and a solarium, and offers 
distinctive treatments such as a 
lava-stone massage. Sara Henrichs 
8258 Badacsony, Park Utca 22, tel: 
36.87471000, www.hotetbonvino.hu. 
Room rates: from €99 

In the heart of one of France's 
most stylish alpine resorts, Arnaud 
Zannier's recently opened Le Chalet 
Zannier shows a stunning attention 
to detail and a feel for a curated, 
timeless style. Formerly the home 
of acclaimed chef Marc Veyrat's 
restaurant, La Ferme de Mon Père, 
the vast site has been renovated 
to create three alpine-style chalets, 
offering 12 rooms and suites, a 
lounge bar with an open fireplace, 
and a spa with a pool, a steam bath 
and a sauna. One of the chalets 
is available to rent exclusively and 
houses eight bedrooms, a private 
spa, a wine cellar and a home 
cinema. The remaining rooms and 
suites are housed in the other two 
chalets. A terrace, with exceptional 
valley views, is the perfect place 
for a spot of lunch or après-ski 
tea, while the restaurant, run 
by Michelin-starred French chef 
Julien Burlat, serves a gourmet 
menu devised using locally sourced, 
seasonal ingredients. Marie Le Fort 
367 Route du Crêt, tel: 33.4 50 21 
01 01, www.lechaletzannier.com. 
Room rates: from €450 (whole 
chalet available to rent weekly, 
rates on request) 

Part of the Dorchester Collection, 
the six-decade-old Hotel Bel-Air has 
recently reopened after a 24-month 
renovation by the Rockwell Group 
and Alexandra Champalimaud. 
Great care was taken to keep much 
of its originality, such as the familiar 
Spanish Colonial architecture 
splashed in 'Bel-Air Pink', while the 
hotel's refurbishment embodies the 
Golden Age of Hollywood. The new 
restaurant will be run by renowned 
chef Wolfgang Puck. SH 
701 Stone Canyon Road, hotelbelair. 
com. Room rates: from $565 
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Text Box
Fonte: Wallpaper, London, n. 154, p. 110-114, Jan. 2012.




