
The ephemera of digital data have turned out 
to be surprisingly permanent—just ask Scar
lett Johansson or Tiger Woods. The things 
we mean to share with one individual some
times end up in wide circulation. Oops! Now 
a new crop of apps and services—and even 
Facebook—want to make the world a safer 
place to send pictures of your junk without 
fear of becoming an inadvertent star. But as 
beguiling as these supposedly secure com
munications platforms may seem, here's a 
pro tip: You still shouldn't send that snap of 
your boobies. —MatHonan 

SNAPCHAT 
The smartphone app 
that launched a hun
dred thousand sexts. 
Snapchat is a picture 
and video viewer, mar
keted to teens, that 
offers the illusion of 
security since "snaps" 
automatical ly self-
destruct. There's also 
a notification feature 
that lets you know 
if someone takes a 
screengrab of your 
photos. So, like, com
pletely secure! Weird 
how all those Snapchat 
screenshots ended up 
onTumblr . . . 

WICKR 
This Mission: Impos
sible-style mobile 
app allows you to 
send mil i tary-grade 
encrypted texts, 
photos, and videos 
to other Wickr users, 
and it strips tel l tale 
metadata like location 
and device type out 
of fi les before send
ing. Nothing is stored 
on Wickr 's servers 
that could be used to 
track (or subpoena) 
someone. Forgot your 
password? Tough. 
Wickr doesn' t know 
it either. 

BURN NOTE 
These encrypted notes 
also self-destruct after 
a set amount of time. 
But unlike the other, 
app-based services 
here, Burn Notes live 
on the web. Create a 
message, send a link, 
and you can communi
cate securely with any 
other paranoid nut-job 
out there, whether they 
use the service or not. 
Burn Note displays 
only a spotlit area as 
you mouse over, so— 
in theory, at least—a 
screenshot can't cap
ture the whole note. 

TIGERTEXT 
TigerText says its name 
has nothing to do with 
the golfer's smsexing 
woes, but it might have 
prevented them.Tiger-
Text is marketed to 
businesses that need 
a secure messaging 
platform, especially in 
health care. So, say, 
your doc can securely 
text x-rays of your knee 
to a colleague. It even 
lets you retrieve mes
sages you've already 
sent, so Woods could 
have taken back some 
of those damning texts 
he sent his mistresses. 

BURNER 
Be your own Stringer 
Bel l . Burner is an 
iOS app that provides 
temporary phone 
numbers, so you can 
send and receive calls 
and texts from dispos
able digits. Need to 
make a prank call? 
An anonymous tip? 
A drug deal? Once 
you've finished your 
"business," nuke the 
number so it can't 
easily be traced to 
you. Note that we said 
"easily": Burner com
plies with law enforce
ment requests. 

FACEBOOK POKE 
Facebook's new 
stand-alone sexting 
smartphone app is 
basically a Snapchat 
clone that lets you 
send messages, pho
tos, and videos that 
expire after a set time 
limit. It also notif ies 
you if someone on 
the other end snaps 
a screenshot of your 
private, uh, stuff. It's a 
great idea, obviously, 
because there aren't 
any teens on Face-
book, and there's also 
nothing sexual about 
the word poke. 

A ut
iliz

aç
ão

 de
ste

 ar
tig

o é
 ex

clu
siv

a p
ar

a f
ins

 ed
uc

ac
ion

ais
.

Text Box
Fonte: Wired, San Francisco, ano 21, n. 3, p. 26, Mar. 2013.




